[Life-threatening theophylline intoxication: a variant of Munchhausen syndrome by proxy].
We report of a prematurely born infant, who was admitted to hospital at the age of 6 months due to seizures. The seizures continued despite of an improved electroencephalogram due to varying medications. The boy had episodes of hypokaliaemia, diarrhea, and tachycardia which were treated in critical care unit. Not before 3 months of continued treatment and diagnostic work up in three different hospitals had passed the underlying poisoning with theophylline by the mother was proved. The toxicity of theophylline is well known. Adverse reactions occur frequently during theophylline therapy. There are numerous reports of suicidal intoxications with theophylline. Non-accidental poisoning with theophylline has not yet been reported in the context of Munchausen syndrome by proxy.